First United Methodist Church
127 N 4th St
Vandalia, IL 62471
C O NT AC T U S:
Office Hours:
M-W-TR: 8a-4p
T-F: 8a-12 noon

First United Methodist Church of Vandalia
Planting and nurturing seeds of faith, cultivating devoted disciples of Christ,
and feeding souls for the glory of God

Phone:
618-283-3684
Email:
vandaliafumc@outlook.com
Website:
vandaliafirstumc.org
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October Pews News
Stewardship Sunday is October
16th. A letter and pledge card will
be mailed soon. This is not a time
to think of giving towards the
Church budget, but rather a time to
think of your spiritual relationship
with God through your giving.
As a celebration, we will have a brunch in Wesley Hall following morning
worship. Please RSVP to the church office by October 10th so we may
plan accordingly.
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October 30th is All Saints Sunday. We will
remember our saints and those of your immediate
family during worship that morning. If you have
someone you wish to remember, who has passed
away since November 1, 2021, please submit their
name, relationship to you, birthdate, date they
passed, and a picture of them for inclusion in the service.
You may email the picture (jpeg file please) to vandaliafumc@outlook.com,
or drop off a picture to the church office to be scanned. Please submit this
information by October 26th to be included in the service.

Church Staff
Pastor: Tom Goodell: vandaliamcpastor@gmail.com
Administrative Assistant: Casey Kistler: vandaliafumc@outlook.com
Secretary: Sue Miller (Tues. & Fri.)
Director of Choirs: Melody Freeman: fumcmusic22@outlook.com
Director of Praise: Sarah Vu: vandaliapraise@outlook.com
Director of Young Children’s Ministries: Amanda Milam
Preschool Director: Cindy Laramee
Custodians: Mike & Sharon Hagy
Assistant Custodian: Andy Sidwell
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Why I am (still) a Methodist

The past few years it has been rough to be a Methodist. We have struggled with social issues
leading to division and dissension. We are no longer a dominant force in American culture. We
are declining in numbers. When I began in ministry in the late 1980s there were close to 130,000
Methodists worshiping in Illinois churches on any given Sunday, in 2019 (before the pandemic)
that number was under 50,000.
I have many friends and even some colleagues in ministry, who have left Methodism. I empathize
with their decision, but I have chosen to remain. Part of my reason is that I am openly a
curmudgeon. I eat the same bowl of oatmeal most mornings. I listen to the same 70’s rock bands
I listened to as a teen. I refuse to get a Twitter handle. I am a Cincinnati Bengals fan since 1975.
We have never, and likely never will, win a Super Bowl. Enough said!
I still identify as a Methodist. John Wesley, who began this movement, identified a Methodist as
someone who strove to love Jesus Christ and to love and care for others. I find this balance
integral to my faith and its practice. I love Jesus and strive to care for others.
I struggle with balance. In part being 6’3” and of stocky build makes balance difficult. I am
left-handed living in a right-handed world. I struggle to mind my surroundings. I miss the
occasional step, fail to see obstacles in my way, and am a compete mess at yoga!
Keeping spiritual balance is also a struggle and here is why Methodism is so important to me.
When I find myself too focused on ministries to others and my patience and my peace waning, I
am reminded to spend time with Jesus. When I am spending time with Jesus and neglecting care
for others, the Lord has a not-so-subtle way of reminding me that He is also in the world! I need to
be also.
I know that there are other paths of Christianity that focus on these things, but I have found the
Methodist path to be the most direct. And the fact that there are also all these other Methodists
walking this same path in this same direction is especially helpful. I have always treasured in the
diversity and delightfulness of my fellow, Methodist pilgrims!
In the first church I served as a pastor there was a layman named Herb. Herb was always doing
something to help someone else. He was visiting someone in the hospital or nursing home, helping a neighbor out with a bill, working with a charity in the community to care for the needs of senior. He was the living embodiment of a disciple. Honestly, just watching Herb do all that he did
wore me out sometimes.
I remember asking Herb once how he found the spiritual strength to do all that he was doing. I
distinctly remember his response, “I am a Methodist. That’s what Methodists do!” He told me he
also prayed daily and read the Scriptures to remind himself to love Jesus and to love others.
He faithfully kept the balance!

I will keep doing what Methodists do, despite our missteps and occasional chaos as a church. I
am still proud to walk this path. I am still blessed with the many who walk this path with me. I am
still encouraged by the countless other Methodists (like John Wesley, and my friend Herb now a
saint in heaven) to walk down that path.
I know there are other paths and will love those who choose to walk them as well, because that is
what Methodists do. But this is, to turn a phrase with the great Robert Frost, the path that I have
taken. This path keeps me balanced in my faith.
Grace and Peace, Pastor Tom

The United Methodist Men are planning their
annual Fish Fry for Thursday, November 3rd,
from 4:30pm to 7:00pm. This year’s meal will
be drive thru only as we did last year. We
encourage you to support this fundraiser as
proceeds are applied directly to the UMM
Coats and Shoes program.

Wednesday Night Youth

Our Wednesday night youth programs (K-8th) have started back up again, with an estimated
130 children attending weekly!! We are so thankful to all the volunteers who continue to serve
the youth of the community, it would not be possible with each of you! If you would like to be
added to the substitute leader list, we are looking for substitutes in case someone is out sick/out
of town/etc, please contact Pastor Tom or Megan Moulton. Our High School youth is meeting on
Sunday evenings at the Family Center, and is lead by John & Tina Kaiser. We are thankful for
the many years that they have led this group of youth!! With that being said, this will be their last
year of leading the senior high group, and they are looking to help guide the future leaders for a
smooth transition. If you are interested in this ministry, contact John or Tina or the church office.
Spirtsingers is off to a great start and looking forward to hearing the children sing in church in
October! Thanks to Judy Roberts, Sharon Mueller, and Sarah Vu for leading this ministry!
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Video Tech

Rand Craycroft
1—Jane Cox
Tina Kaiser
2—Kelly Clark
Sarah Craig
Ken Williams
Henley Zimmer
3—Luke Burnam
Jan Casey
Shelley Metzger
5—Adley Brouk
Abby Fabela
7—Larry Bennett
Gene Schwarm
8— John Kaiser
Bud Mefford
Brooke Roberts
Jim Staff
10—Lora Foutch
Phil Freeman
12—Les Vaughan
14—Sandy Stombaugh
Scott Vieregge
15—Pete Burnam
16—Shannon Lurkins
18—Allison Horn
19—Evan Warren
24—Jordyn Rademacher
25—Jaime Warren
26—Dorothy Schultz
27—Nicole Craycroft
Sue Miller
28—Patrick Myers
29—Tim Springsteen
30—Connor Eyman
31—Becky Bost
Mark Koelker
Joyce Mueller

1—Richard & Carla Knebel
(23 years)
6—Alan & Shannon Lurkins
(43 years)
12—Alex & Samantha Schwarm
(9 years)
14—Pete & Retha Burnam
(15 years)
16—Josh & Trisha Miller
(23 years)
18—Todd & Shelley Metzger
(19 years)
22—Shannon & Jill Tarkington
(28 years)
26—Andy & Kendra Craig
(26 years)
29—Ken & Peg Williams
(45 years)

Song Leaders

Traditional: Dennette Guyer
Contemporary:

Acolytes

Sound Tech
Rick Eyman

Nursing Home Residents & Shut-ins:
Brookstone (1607 W. Fillmore)
Diane Adams (Apt.15); Carlos Biellier (Apt. 2);
Margaret Carroll (Apt. 10);
Arlene Hoffman (Apt.4); Larry Peyton (Apt. 16),
Mary Ann Rhoades (Apt. 41), Frank Roeder
(Apt. 25)
FCH/Long Term Care (650 West Taylor)
Deb Endres
Audrey Fink (Rm. 408)
Sandy Peyton

Dolan Memory Care Homes
(Dublin—11330 Dolan Way, St. Louis, MO
63146)
Phyllis Rames
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Willowbrook
(1124 Sunset Dr., Vandalia)
Norman Rhoades
Shut-Ins:
Mike Beckett, 2625 W. Jefferson St., Vandalia

Liturgist

2 Ann Schwarm
9 Gene Schwarm
16 Gene Schwarm
23 Gene Schwarm
30 Gene Schwarm

Bus Ministry

2 Driver: Darrel Casey
Rider: Alan Lurkins
Greeter: Linda Dugan
9 Driver: Max Durbin
Rider: Deb Durbin
Greeter: Jan Casey
16 Driver: Ed Taylor
Rider: Kim Taylor
Greeter: James Hejl

2 Rebekah Miller,
Evan Warren
9 Trevor & Parker Clark
16 Austin Warren
23 Hannah Stombaugh
30 Michael & Samantha
Crothers

23 Driver: Bill Warner
Rider: Kim Warner
Greeter: Donna Johnson

Offering Collector

Head Ushers

2 Gene Schwarm
9 John Burnam
16 Gene Schwarm
23 Gene Schwarm
30 Mary Fulton
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30 Driver: Darrel Casey
Rider: Alan Lurkins
Greeter: Sherry Goodell
2 JD Vieregge
9 John Burnam
16 Dean Black
23 Bryce Kistler
30 John Kaiser

Patti Bohner (Diane Adams’ daughter,
mobility issues)
Jane Cox (recovering from car accident; home)
Gary Doolen (cancer)
Lola Gehle (Deb Durbin’s mother; liver cancer
treatment)
Leonard Gehle (Deb Durbin’s father; prostate
cancer treatment)
Amy Holaday (friend of Gathe’s; breast
cancer; recuperating from surgery)
Heather Jones (friend of Donna Johnson;
diagnosed with hemochromatosis)

Sharon Lee (recuperating from surgery after
a fall; FCH)
Sharon Mueller (recuperating from surgery for broken leg; home)
Heather Overlin (Larry Osborne’s
daughter; health concerns)
Jim Staff (recuperating after a fall; LTC)
Herb Thoman (health concerns)
Peg Williams (cancer treatment)
Mary Woolsey (health concerns)

Thank you, thank you, thank you to
Pastor Tom for ALL that he does, has
done, and will do for our church!
October is Pastor Appreciation month. Be
sure to take a moment and show your
appreciation and gratitude. We are very
thankful to have Pastor Tom and Sherry
at Vandalia FUMC!
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“Thank you to Pastor Tom, the Methodist women and the
Church family for all the prayers, concerns, food, and
kindness during the death and funeral of my husband,
Edward Haas. God bless you all!” — Cindy Haas
“Our family would like to thank you for the cards and messages we received after the loss of my
dad, Steve Braun. Your thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated.” —Tina Kaiser & Family

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive
the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”
Mark 10:14b-15
SHOEBOXES AVAILABLE ON OCT. 2
If you have not sponsored a shoebox this year and would still like to participate, consider packing
your own box. Experience the joy of packing a shoebox or shoeboxes for the children around the
world by choosing items that you want to include. Children are waiting to hear the Good News of
Jesus Christ and you are instrumental in getting His word to them!

Happy October from your preschool friends! During this
month we will study the Letters G, H, I, J and K and the
Numbers 7,8,9,10, and 11! It will be a busy month of
learning about Gardens and Scarecrows, Halloween, I
Love Music, Jack o lantern, and the Kitchen! We are
adjusting to the new school year and settling into our
routines! We will have a Fall (Halloween) party and
program on Oct 27 and look forward to the cooler
temperatures. We are wishing everyone a Happy Fall!
Miss Cindy

Boxes will be in the narthex on Oct. 2. Instructions will be inside the box. Please sign your name
on the sign up sheet and the number of boxes that you take.
The only major change is to use your own discretion on whether or not to put soap in the boxes.
Depending on what countries the boxes go to, some of the warmer countries have had issues with
the soap molding before arriving. Samaritans Purse did not list soap on their brochures this year;
however it has not been officially banned yet. We chose not to pack soap in the extra boxes that
have already been packed.
You may pick boxes up the month of October and return them any Sunday in October or on Nov.
6th. Nov. 6th is the last day to return the boxes!
Thank you for all of your support and for blessing the children!
“Rainbow Reflections”, our church
support group for those grieving, meets
on Tuesdays at 2:00 pm. The group is
open to anyone in our community who
has lost a loved one. This past spring
our group included people mourning
spouses, children, siblings, and parents.
We use the wonderful resource “Grief
Share”, and you can find out more about
this on their web site. Please share this with someone you know who would be blessed by the
support. Thanks to Shelly Haislar for her leadership in this ministry.

Cans of
Soup
The N.O.W. Committee will
meet on Tuesday, November
15th, at 6:00pm.

Pete Burnam is turning 95! Help him
celebrate at an Open House at the
Family Center on Saturday,
October 15th from 2pm to 4pm.
Family requests no gifts.

