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First United Methodist Church of Vandalia:  
“Planting and nurturing seeds of faith, cultivating devoted disciples of Christ, 

and feeding souls for the glory of God” 
Contact Us: 

Office Hours: 

M-TH:  8a-4p 
F: closed  

Phone: 618-283-3684 

Email:  
vandaliafumc@outlook.com 

Website: 
www.vandaliafirstumc.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church office will be closed  
December 25-January 1. Please turn in year end 

contributions by noon on Tuesday, December 23, or 
received by mail by Tuesday, December 30th.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Christmas Eve candlelight worship 

service is  
Wednesday, December 24,  

at 7:00p . We will have morning 
worship on the 28th as well.  

Pastor: Curtis Flake: rev.cflake@gmail.com, 217-273-4432 
Administrative Assistant: Sue Miller  
Church email: vandaliafumc@outlook.com 
Director of Choirs: Taryn Flake: taryn.a.flake@gmail.com 
Preschool Director: Morgan Tessman 
Custodian: Andy Sidwell 
Family Center Custodian: Rich Well 
Praise Team Director: Sarah Vu 

Inside this issue: 
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Barb Ambuehl (Patty Donaldson’s mother, recovering from sur-
gery & doing well) 

Marti Bingham (Patti Craycroft’s step-mother,  

 recovering from surgery for a brain tumor)  

Bill Blythe (Wendy Blythe’s husband, suffered a heart
 attack) 

Debbie Brantley (recovering from surgery) 

John Campbell (health issues) 

Candy Carroll (ongoing health concerns) 

Sara Clark (health concerns) 

Ava Cooper (10 year old neighbor of Candy Zeman, back at 
school!) 

Julia Crowe (continued prayers) 

Rob Dillingham (friend of Pastor Curtis, diagnosed with cancer) 

Scott Dolejs (Carole White’s grandson, going to the Congo for 2 
weeks to perform surgeries) 

Patti Emerick, (friend of Kim Warner, recovering from a lung 
transplant) 

Connor Eyman (diagnosed with Rheumatoid Arthritis 

Maurice Eyman (continued prayers) 

Shirley Frick (needs prayers) 

Steve Hoover (home with medications) 

Butch Johnston (continued prayers) 

Jennifer Kenney (Barb McCart & Sue & Eric’s niece, diagnosed 
with breast cancer) 

Bob & Joy Kloster (both recovering from falls) 

Ray Kramer (recovering from compressed spinal fracture due to 
a fall) 

Family of Dorothy Kriesel 

Krey Leesman (starts infusions in December) 

Austin Long (friend of the church, ongoing health concerns) 

Buddy Miller (Eric & Sue Miller’s son, treatment for AFib and a 
blood clot) 

Jason Mouser (recovering from stroke at home) 

Jeff Mueller (friend of Pastor Curtis, diagnosed with cancer) 

David Rademacher (diagnosed with chronic lymphocytic leuke-
mia) 

Kevin Roberts (has been placed on hospice) 

Sydney Rosborough (has had to have another proceedure) 

Arlen Sidwell (Andy’s mom, health issues. Prayers for Jen 
Leibold, Andy’s sister, as her caregiver) 

Anna Syniuk (Zoryana’s mother, suffered a stroke) 

Donna Taylor (recovering from a brain bleed) 

Phyllis Thoman (in FCH/LTC) 

Heather (Jones) Thompson (breast cancer) 

Les Vaughan (Lakeland Rehab) 

Mike Wehrle (recovering, but still needing prayers) 

Ken Williams (health concerns & strength for Peg as his care-
giver) 

Hudson Winters (diagnosed with LCH) 

Lonna Woodruff (friend of the church, diagnosed with cancer) 

Nursing Home Residents & Shut-ins: 
 
Brookstone (1607 W. Fillmore) 
Pete Burnam (Apt 41); 
Frank Roeder (Apt. 25); Jean Stombaugh 
(Apt. 35) 
FCH/Long Term Care (650 West Taylor) 
Arlene Hoffman (Rm. 510); Sharon Lee; 
Deb Endres (Rm.708); Margaret Carroll; 
Larry Peyton  (Rm.405) Sara Clark; Phyllis 
Thoman (Rm. 403) 
Mary Woolsey 
2627 Columbia Dr, Apt. 1 
Columbia, IL 62236 

Willowbrook 

Edith Knebel 
1124 Sunset Drive 
Vandalia, IL  62471 
 
Meridian Village Assisted Living 
Diane Adams 
27 Auerbach Place 
Glen Carbon, IL  62034 
 
Retha Burnam 
c/o Lori McGuire 
4635 Timberview  Dr, Auburn, IL 62615 
 

 
 
 

1— Sharon Mueller 
2— Caitlyn Campbell 
3— Mike Baker 
      Travis Clark 
      Angie Dugan 
4— Barb Paine 
      Peg Williams 
7— Ben Opfer 
9— Trisha Miller 
10—Lea Ann Rubin 
11—Joyce Staff 
14—Pam Baker 
      Garrett McNary 
      Hadley Miller 
15—Jordan Dothager 
17—Shirley Frick 
       Lanee McNary 
18—Gracie Craig 
       Edith Knebel 
26—Amy Jones 
27—Dana Smith 
28—Jeanne Schlicht 
       Kim Well 
29—Blaine Buente 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

7Sandy & Keith Ehrat  
           (34 years) 
12—Larry & Barbara LeFevre  
 (55 years) 
23—Eric & Sue Miller  
 (55 years)  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7  Hannah Stombaugh 
14  Harper Burnam 
21  Parker Clark 
24 Addison Flake 
28 Brayden Stombaugh  
 
 
Offering Collector 
 7 John Burnam 
14 Barb Paine 
21 Barb Paine 
28 John Burnam  
  
 
Liturgist 
Peg Williams 
 
 
Sound Tech 
Travis Clark 
 
Video Tech 
Rand Craycroft  
 

 
 
 
Greeters 
7    Charlene Jett 
14    
21 
24  Charlene Jett 
28  Barb McCart 
 
 
Bus Ministry 
7   Driver: Ed Taylor 
     Rider: Kim Taylor 
     Greeter:  
14  Driver: Max Durbin 
     Rider: Deb Durbin 
     Greeter: Sandy Stombaugh 
21  Driver: Max Durbin 
      Rider: Deb Durbin 
     Greeter:  
28 Driver:  Ed Taylor    
     Rider: Kim Taylor 
     Greeter: Sandy Stombaugh 

 
 
Ushers 
7  JD Vieregge & Josh Figgins 
14  JD Vieregge & Rand 
Craycroft 
21 JD Vieregge & Jacy Fulk 
24  Max Durbin 
28 JD Vieregge & Greg Fulk 
 
 



“Leaning Into Peace and Justice This Advent” 
As we turn the calendar to December and step into Advent, we enter one of the most sacred rhythms of our 
faith: waiting. It’s an exciting time of year—lights go up, plans are made, music fills the air—but Advent    
reminds us that Christian hope is not rooted in busyness or sentiment. It is rooted in a promise. A Savior is 
coming. It is a message we need to hear. Yet all too often, we are distracted by the shiny lights and wrapping 
paper. 
It reminds me of an interaction with my family. My favorite Skittle flavor is a handful. I’m sure individually 
they have fun and distinct flavors, and my family consistently tells me to slow down and enjoy them one at a 
time. But I tell them I’m “tasting the rainbow.” How often do we do the same in life—skipping the waiting, 
skipping the paying attention—and missing the most important parts? 
Advent is a season of preparation and anticipation leading up to Christmas—preparation for the first coming 
of Jesus in Bethlehem and a reminder of the second coming of Christ. We light candles that help us remember 
key themes of hope, faith, joy, and peace. We often miss the true waiting when we rush through 25 days of 
Advent. Mary and Joseph waited nine months. The Jewish people waited roughly 400 years for a Messiah. 
This year, our theme invites us to prepare our hearts around Peace and Justice. That may sound bold in a 
world that feels restless and divided. It seems like every headline, every argument, every uncertainty is shout-
ing that things have never been worse. And yet, Scripture gently pushes back on that feeling. Throughout the 
Psalms—some of the oldest prayers of God’s people—we hear voices crying out from chaos, fear, injustice, 
and deep longing: 
“How long, O Lord?” 
“Do not forget the needy.” 
“Let peace and righteousness embrace.” 
These prayers were not written in calm times. They were written by people who desperately needed God to 
act. Before Jesus was born, Israel wasn’t humming Christmas carols—they were pleading for deliverance. 
They hoped for a Savior precisely because life was hard. You don’t long for rescue when everything is easy. 
You don’t long for a Savior—a Messiah—when everything is going well. This may be exactly why this theme 
matters so much for the times we’re living in. 
That is what makes Advent so honest and so beautiful. It doesn’t ask us to pretend the world is fine. It teaches 
us that God steps into the world as it is—broken, anxious, aching—and brings peace not as a feeling, but as a 
promise. Justice not as a slogan, but as God’s own mission. Hope not as wishful thinking, but as a coming re-
ality. 
And here’s the good news: We do not live in the worst moment in history. Humanity has walked through war, 
famine, division, exile, plague, and oppression. Yet again and again, God has raised up light in the darkness. 
Advent reminds us that God has never been absent, and never will be. 
So how do these themes shape our Advent and Christmas? 

Peace calls us to slow down—to breathe, to listen, to pray the Psalms, to let Christ calm the storms within 
us. 

Justice calls us to open our hands and hearts—to notice those who are hurting, to serve, to give, to stand 
with the vulnerable. 

Hope reminds us that the story isn’t finished—God is still writing redemption. 
Love moves us from sentiment to sacrifice—embodying Christ’s compassion in our daily lives. 
Mercy invites us to forgive, to release bitterness, and to make room for grace. 

As we light the candles of Advent this year, we aren’t just counting down to Christmas Day. We are practicing 
what it means to live as people who believe Christ’s peace and justice are not only coming—they are breaking 
in now, through us. 
My prayer is that this season draws us closer to God, to one another, and to the hope that does not disappoint. 
May we wait with honesty, worship with joy, and serve with courage. 
And honesty this Advent reminds us that the manger story wasn’t sanitized. The Holy Family was surrounded 
by animals and all that comes with them. There was doubt—the doubt of immaculate conception and the very 
real doubt that all new parents feel. There were family dynamics that pushed the birth to a manger, and politi-
cal dynamics that pushed a new family to Egypt while infanticide raged at home. Yet through all of it, we are 
reminded of hope, peace, justice, and the abiding presence of God. 
Come, Lord Jesus. Make us instruments of your peace. 
Grace and peace, 
Rev. Curtis Flake 
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   Submitted by :                   

Andy Sidwell 

 

 

Happy Advent! 

How is it December already? Be on the lookout for the updated choir and bells schedules for the spring. We would love 

to have you join us for one week or more! 

Thank you to Kathy Taylor for leading the Traditional songs for the month of November. Thank you to the Sanctuary 

Choir, Sarah Vu, Judy Roberts, Sue Miller + Calista Eyman, and Ed Taylor, Bob Culbertson + Sue Warden for provid-

ing special music for our services. 

Our December special music schedule is: 

December 7th – Olde Tyme Christmas Handbell Choir (Rejoice! Rejoice!) 

December 14th – Sanctuary Choir (The First Noel/Pachebel’s Canon) 

December 21st – Sanctuary Choir (Come, Light of Hope) 

December 28th – Praise Team 

Our Praise Team is going to lead a fully contemporary service on December 28th. We will also have a Christmas hymn 

sing on January 4th. We look forward to these services of special music! 

Rehearsal Schedule 

December 3rd – Handbells @ 6 

December 10th – Sanctuary Choir @ 4:30 

December 17th – Sanctuary Choir @ 4:30 

Seminary updates:  

I am amid Fall classes as I write this article. My final assignment is due December 15th and then I go on Christmas 

break until Spring classes start on January 12th. I was able to write the Advent Worship Series: Peace and Justice 

for one of my classes for Focus Week in Kansas City. It was a wonderful experience to be on campus with people I 

had only seen on Zoom. The worship series was a lot of work, but I am glad that things I am creating for seminary 

can be shared with our congregation. We still have room for your help in this worship series! Please see the big 

posterboard in the Narthex for how you can help this Advent. 

 

Musically, 

Taryn Flake 



Prophecy and the Promise Fulfilled 

December 2025 Scripture Challenge 

 Often we read in scripture these words: “to fulfill the prophecy” or “as was said by the prophet.”  In the 

Christmas scriptures, we find “Out of Egypt I called my son,” and “he would be called a Nazarene.”  In the past I 

never took the time to find these specific Old Testament Bible verses.  Because of this scripture challenge, I decid-

ed it was time to find them and others. 

 So, this challenge is a bit different than those of the past three months.  If you accept the challenge, you 

will be flipping back and forth between the Old and New Testaments and revisiting select passages from the four 

Gospels.  Also, you will find a title for each day’s scripture passage which will help you see where the readings are 

going, especially early in the month.  “Each day?”  Correct that…every two days.  This scripture challenge is not 

meant to cause you more stress, so the readings have been arranged in a two-day format.  Hopefully this will keep 

you from that feeling of “being behind.”  For the most part, the passages are shorter than full chapters from October 

and November or multi-chapters readings we started with in September.   

 On December 21-23, you will find “Mary’s Song” also known as “The Magnificat.”  I believe it is one of 

the most beautiful passages of scripture.  In 2023, I was honored to help write devotionals for our Church’s Advent 

Devotional Booklet and I wrote about this passage of scripture.  In that devotion, I noted what we all know, Mary 

was very young.  We all know that.  Many scholars claim that she was uneducated and most likely illiterate, as 

well.  How then was she able to praise God with these beautiful words at this critical time in her life and important 

point in the course of human history?  While Mary may not have been able to read Hebrew scripture, she knew the 

words of scripture by heart, words she heard as she worshiped at synagogue.  “Mary’s Song” includes words like 

you will find in Miriam’s song (Exodus 15:21) and words of praise such as those in the Psalms of David.  Perhaps 

the closest parallel of “Mary’s Song” is the “Prayer of Hannah” (1 Samuel 2:1-10) which is included as the reading 

during the days before on December 19-20. These are beautiful words by the mother of Samuel, giving thanks for 

his birth. 

 As you accept the challenge and read through these scriptures, my prayer is that you will find “The Old 

Testament is revealed in the New and the New Testament is hidden in the Old.”  Happy reading!  Merry Christmas! 

In Christ’s Love, 

Ann 

The Shoe Man Poem 

My alarm went off 
It was Sunday again. 
I was sleepy and tired 
My one day to sleep in. 
But the guilt I would feel 
The rest of the day 
Would have been too much 
So I'd go and I'd pray. 

I showered and shaved. 

I adjusted my tie. 
I got there and sat 
In a pew just in time. 
Bowing my head in prayer 
As I closed my eyes. 
I saw the shoe of the man next to me 
Touching my own. I sighed. 
With plenty of room on either side 
I thought, "Why must our soles touch?" 
It bothered me, his shoe touching mine 
But it didn't bother him much. 

A prayer began: "Our Father"... 

I thought, "This man with the shoes 
has no pride. 
They're dusty, worn, and scratched 
Even worse, there are holes on the side!" 

"Thank You for blessings," the prayer 
went on. 

The shoe man said 
a quiet "Amen." 
I tried to focus on the prayer 
But my thoughts were on his shoes again. 
Aren't we supposed to look our best 
When walking through that door? 
"Well, this certainly isn't it," I thought, 
Glancing toward the floor. 

Then the prayer was ended 
And the songs of praise began. 
The shoe man was certainly loud 
Sounding proud as he sang. 
His voice lifted the rafters 
His hands were raised high. 
The Lord could surely hear 
The shoe man's voice from the sky. 

It was time for the offering 
And what I threw in was steep. 
I watched as the shoe man reached 
Into his pockets so deep. 
I saw what was pulled out 
What the shoe man put in. 
Then I heard a soft "clink" 
as when silver hits tin. 

The sermon really bored me 
To tears, and that's no lie 
It was the same for the shoe man 
For tears fell from his eyes. 
At the end of the service 
As is the custom here 
We must greet new visitors 
And show them all good cheer. 

But I felt moved somehow 
And wanted to meet the shoe man 
So after the closing prayer 
I reached over and shook his hand. 
He was old and his skin was dark 
And his hair was truly a mess 
But I thanked him for coming 
For being our guest. 

He said, "My names' Charlie 
I'm glad to meet you, my friend." 
There were tears in his eyes 
But he had a large, wide grin 
"Let me explain," he said 
Wiping tears from his eyes. 
"I've been coming here for months 
And you're the first to say 'Hi.'" 

"I know that my appearance 
Is not like all the rest 
"But I really do try 
To always look my best. 
"I always clean and polish my shoes 
Before my very long walk. 
"But by the time I get here 
They're dirty and dusty, like chalk." 

 

My heart filled with pain 
and I swallowed to hide my tears 
As he continued to apologize 
For daring to sit so near. 
He said, "When I get here 
I know I must look a sight. 
"But I thought if I could touch you 
Then maybe our souls might unite." 

 
Like just how thankful I really am 
That his dirty old shoe touched my 
soul. 

I was silent for a moment 
Knowing whatever was said 
Would pale in comparison 
I spoke from my heart, not my head. 

"Oh, you've touched me," I said, 
"And taught me, in part; 
"That the best of any man 
Is what is found in his heart." 

The rest, I thought, 
This shoe man will never know. 
Like just how thankful I really am 
That his dirty old shoe touched my 
soul. 

-Submitted by Andy Sidwell 


